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unsafe in an environment where they 
are supposed to thrive. 

Countless students across this coun-
try will take the vow of silence on Fri-
day for the same reasons as Lucia. 
That is why we as leaders must con-
tinue to step up every day to ensure 
that all Americans, whoever they are, 
are accepted and respected. 

f 

VOICING CONCERN ABOUT 
SOUTHERN BORDER 

(Mr. HERN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HERN. Madam Speaker, today, I 
rise to give voice to the concern of mil-
lions of Americans, the crisis at our 
southern border. 

I saw it for myself. Not only are our 
facilities packed to 10 times beyond ca-
pacity, but the influx is growing. 

Biden revoked Trump’s effective bor-
der policies and put nothing in place to 
make up for it, creating the current 
crisis that is spiraling out of control. 

We need to send immediate aid to our 
Border Patrol. They need it. 

But here is what Congress is doing 
instead: 

We are voting to provide legal wel-
fare services to people illegally in our 
country while millions of Americans 
are denied help. 

We are voting on D.C. statehood, a 
violation of the constitutional function 
of our Capital City. 

The Speaker pushed 16 bills together 
in an en bloc last night, preventing 
Members of Congress from voting on 
separate pieces of legislation. 

The American people are watching 
what we do here. They see unserious 
people doing unserious work. It is why 
our approval rating is so poor. It is 
time to stop letting them down and do 
something real. 

f 

PREVENTING DISCRIMINATION 

(Ms. LEE of California asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. LEE of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in strong support of 
H.R. 1333, the NO BAN Act, of which I 
am an original cosponsor and which 
passed the House earlier today. I thank 
and salute our good friend JUDY CHU as 
well as Chairman NADLER and the 
Speaker for their leadership in bring-
ing this to the floor. 

This bill strengthens the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to prohibit 
discrimination on the basis of religion 
and restores the separation of powers 
by limiting overly broad executive ac-
tions. 

President Biden’s recent executive 
order overturned Donald Trump’s rac-
ist and discriminatory ban, but we 
need to ensure that broad, xenophobic 
policies that are not based on actual 
national security concerns do not ever 
go into effect again. 

Make no mistake, the NO BAN Act 
would help ensure that this kind of dis-

crimination ceases, prevent future such 
discrimination, and promote our Na-
tion’s core value of religious freedom. 

The Muslim and African bans were an 
abuse of Presidential authority and 
based off of hateful campaign promises. 
The ban separated parents from their 
children and spouses from one another. 
This bill begins to repair the damage of 
the past 4 years. 

f 

OPPOSING BIDEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN 

(Mr. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise in opposition to 
the $21⁄4 trillion boondoggle my col-
leagues across the aisle are trying to 
pass off as an infrastructure bill. 

Sadly, this bill is a socialist wish 
list. Less than 8 percent of President 
Biden’s infrastructure plan goes to 
roads, bridges, waterways, ports, and 
airports. 

What it does include is $400 billion 
for home-based caregivers. While that 
may be a good issue for review, it is 
not infrastructure. 

This comes as no surprise, consid-
ering D.C. Democrats are trying to 
lump a radical, progressive agenda into 
a so-called infrastructure bill. Still, 
the leftist fringe that has highjacked 
what used to be the Democratic Party 
doesn’t think it goes far enough. 

Madam Speaker, we spent trillions of 
dollars on COVID recovery and unre-
lated measures. Now is not the time for 
a socialist wish list. Americans need a 
strong economy and real infrastruc-
ture, and they need it now. 

f 

ALLOWING CHILD TAX CREDIT TO 
EXPIRE IS MISJUDGMENT 

(Mr. TORRES of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. TORRES of New York. Madam 
Speaker, according to The Washington 
Post, the administration plans to pro-
pose only a temporary rather than a 
permanent expansion of the child tax 
credit. 

Allowing the child tax credit to ex-
pire in 2025 is a colossal misjudgment 
whose consequences we could live to re-
gret. 

We cannot and should not be the 
party that cuts child poverty in half 
only until 2025. We should and must be 
the party that champions a permanent 
breakthrough against child poverty. 

Instead of making the most of our 
FDR and LBJ moment, we are in dan-
ger of inexplicably putting an expira-
tion date on our own legacy. Did Presi-
dent Roosevelt put an expiration date 
on Social Security? Did President 
Johnson put an expiration date on 
Medicare? Why should we put an expi-
ration date on the Social Security and 
Medicare of our own time? 

I urge President Biden to make his 
greatest achievement a permanent leg-
acy. 

REVIEWING DEMOCRATS’ 
INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, 
with so much talk about infrastructure 
in the air lately, let’s do a quick re-
view. 

The last sizeable infrastructure bill 
was done in 2015, to the cost of about 
$300 billion. Now, what we see is a so- 
called infrastructure plan put out by 
the Biden administration and the 
House and Senate Democrats nine 
times that size, $2.7 trillion. 

We can probably find that much in-
frastructure to do, except there is a 
whole lot in this bill that is not infra-
structure. Much is social spending and 
other things that might be good in a 
different bill, but not this bill. 

Also, in order to pay for it, they 
would seek to dismantle the 2017 tax 
reforms that did so much to promote 
and boost our economy and bring jobs 
back to the United States. It unleashed 
record growth. Instead, we would hurt 
that economy by what is in the plan. 

How about, instead of tax hikes to 
cover what is essentially socialist 
spending tucked into a bill being la-
beled as infrastructure, let’s focus on 
the work needing done: highways, 
bridges, levees, dams for water storage, 
and broadband. These are the things 
people need and can actively use. What 
they don’t need are choking taxes that 
harm our economy. 

f 

STIFLING PROGRESS WITH 
FILIBUSTER 

(Ms. NEWMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. NEWMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today on behalf of the millions of 
Americans who are outraged as they 
witness mass shooting after mass 
shooting, with no action from their 
government; the millions of Americans 
who are struggling to make ends meet 
every day, while their government 
hasn’t raised the minimum wage in a 
decade, so they are struggling more 
than ever; and, similarly, Americans 
who are fighting for equality and civil 
rights while they see nothing being 
done in Congress. 

Every single week, this House passes 
legislation that is overwhelmingly pop-
ular among Americans, yet not one of 
these bills has seen the light of day be-
cause of the filibuster. It is truly a 
death grip on our democracy. 

The filibuster is being used by a 
handful of people to stifle progress that 
Americans overwhelmingly want, 
progress that would ban pay discrimi-
nation, progress that would protect our 
unions, progress that would protect 
voters’ rights, progress that would lit-
erally save lives by passing common-
sense gun reform. 

It is past time we get rid of the fili-
buster as it is today. The filibuster 
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